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will be to check their unmanly behaviour as they would
that of their blood brothers. It is unnecessary for me to
dilate further upon the illustration. I will close it by
saying that the application will be exactly the same if
the position is reversed. From what I have said it is
easy enough to extend the application with profit to the
whole of the present state which has become baffling
because people do not apply in practice the doctrine of
deriving every right from a prior duty well performed.
The same rule applies to the princes and the ryots.
The former's duty is to act as true servants of the people.
They will rule not by right granted by some outside
authority, never by the right of the sword. They will
rule by right of service, of greater wisdom. They will
then have the right to cbllect taxes voluntarily paid and
expect certain services equally voluntarily rendered,
not for themselves but for the sake of the people under
their care. If they fail to perform this simple and pri-
mary duty, the ryots not only owe no return duty but
the duty devolves on them of resisting the princely usur-
pation. It may be otherwise said that the ryots earn the
right of resisting the usurpation or misrule. But the
resistance will become a crime against man in terms of
duty if it takes the form of murder, rapine and plunder.
Force that performance of duty naturally generates is
the non-violent and invincible force that Satyagraha
brings into being.
Harijan, 6-7-'47